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Chapter and Canada1 endeavoured resolutely if not with entire
__1   success to reduce to the minimum the obligation, im-
posed by Article 10 of the Covenant, for members of
the League to respect and preserve as against external
aggression the territorial integrity and existing political
independence of all members of the League. Canada in
like manner sharply refused to concur in any action of
the League tending to assume control of the distribu-
tion of raw materials among the members of that body.
Similarly the election of Canada to a seat on the Coun-
cil in 1927 was probably helped by the interest ex-
pressed by the Canadian representative in the Assembly
on September 12, 1927, in the question of minority
rights, and his repudiation of the negative attitude of
the British Government towards arbitration and the
optional clause of the Statute of the Court of Inter-
national Justice. It is significant also that the conven-
tions arranged under the Labour section of the treaties
of peace have been ratified not by the King but by
Order in Council of the Dominion Governments. It is
clearly impossible to deny that these facts are incon-
sistent with the denial of a certain international
personality to the Dominions.
More difficulty attaches to the question of the posi-
tion of the Dominions in matters not controlled by the
League and governed by League procedure. Under the
auspices of the League important international con-
ferences have been regularly held, and on these occa-
sions the Dominions have been duly represented for
purposes of signature by plenipotentiaries holding full
powers from the King, and ratification has been ex-
pressed in the usual form by the Bang. This follows
1 Keith, Hist, of Peace Conference, vi. 349, 350.